
Understanding Truman State University Funding 

Truman State University is not a regional institution; it is the state’s designated liberal arts and 

sciences university and has a statewide mission. 

§ In 1985, the Missouri General Assembly passed HB 196 which designated Northeast 

Missouri State University (now Truman State University) as the statewide liberal arts 

and sciences university.  The goal was to provide an affordable public alternative to a 

private liberal arts education.  The legislation included a fiscal note to support a five-year 

transition period from a regional university to the state’s designated liberal arts and 

sciences university.  The total for the fiscal note was $3.44 million.  Using the CPI-U 

inflation calculator from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, the current value of the 

original fiscal note accounts for approximately $8 million of Truman’s current state 

appropriation.  It is important to note that this mission change funding is not the same as 

subsequent mission enhancement funding received later by a number of public 

universities. 

o The fiscal note recognized the increased costs of a liberal arts and sciences 

university.  The transition to a liberal arts and sciences institution included: 

§ Academic Programs 

• Phased out all 2-year programs, most graduate programs, and 

undergraduate programs which did not match the new mission.  

§ Faculty 

• Hired over 100 faculty to reduce the student/faculty ratio from 

22:1 to 15:1. 

§ Facilities 

• Renovated multiple classroom buildings to convert from large 

lecture halls to smaller classrooms. 

§ As the state’s highly selective liberal arts and sciences university, Truman provides a 

broad, interdisciplinary education that emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, 

communication, teamwork, and intellectual flexibility (the skills that employers desire) 

rather than narrowly focused vocational training. Small class sizes, intensive faculty 

mentoring, a focus on undergraduate education, a rigorous academic environment with an 

emphasis on research and analysis, and a strong, supportive residential experience are 

hallmarks of a liberal arts and sciences institution. 

o As a highly selective, liberal arts and sciences institution located in a very rural 

area, Truman has faced strong enrollment headwinds.  With a societal and state 

focus on short-term credentials, interest in a four-year liberal arts education has 

declined.  

 

 



DHEWD 2026 Higher Education Factbook comparison clarifications. 

§ While the statutorily defined land grant funding is subtracted from the state appropriation 

for the University of Missouri and Lincoln University, the same is not true for the current 

value of Truman’s statutorily defined mission change funding. 

§ Headcount and FTE numbers include all types of students, not just degree-seeking 

students, including dual credit high school students and non-degree adult learners.  As a 

rural liberal arts and sciences university, Truman has primarily degree-seeking students 

and fewer dual credit and non-degree seeking students than many of the other public 

universities. 

§ Completions include both degree completions as well as certificate and other short-term 

credential completions.  As a liberal arts and sciences university, Truman has mostly 

degree completions and compared with other institutions, has significantly few certificate 

and other short-term credential completions. 

Truman effectively achieves its highly selective liberal arts and sciences mission. 

§ High freshman-to-sophomore retention rate:  87.4% 

§ High six-year graduation rate:  74.1% 

§ High affordability:  Approximately 60% of students graduate with no debt 

§ Recognized nationally for an affordable, high-quality education: 

o U.S. News & World Report, Best Colleges (2026) 

§ No. 1 public university in the Midwest region for 29 consecutive years. 

§ No. 13 on the list of Best Value Schools for the Midwest region; Truman is 

the only Missouri school to make the top 15, and the only public 

college/university from the Show-Me-State to be included in the top 35 

spots. 

§ Always a fixture on the Undergraduate Teaching Programs list, Truman 

tied at No. 4 in the Midwest region. 

o Fiske Guide to Colleges, Best Buys (2025) 

§ For 10 consecutive years, one of the top 10 public schools named as a 

“Best Buy” for outstanding academic quality and affordability. 

o Princeton Review, Best Value Colleges (2025) 

§ Ranked as one of the nation’s best institutions for undergraduates to earn 

their college degree. 

o Colleges of Distinction, Best Public Colleges (2025-2026) 

§ Recognized for successfully delivering high-impact practices and having 

engaged students, great teaching, vibrant community, and successful 

outcomes. 


